


Planning in the Face of Power, John Forester, University of California Press, 1989, 0520908910,
9780520908918, 283 pages. Why do our best-laid plans often over-reach and under-achieve? Why
do our attempts to solve problems in some rational way often run afoul of politics and power? Why
do we so often accomplish so little, even as we sense that so much more is possible? By looking
closely at the work of city planners, Planning in the Face of Power addresses these questions and
provides a new way of thinking about the practical and inevitably political work of improving our
neighborhoods, schools, community organizations, and the public institutions that shape our lives. 
Power and inequality are realities that planners of all kinds must face in the practical world. In
Planning in the Face of Power, John Forester argues that effective, public-serving planners can
overcome the traditionalÐ²Ð‚â€•but paralyzingÐ²Ð‚â€•dichotomies of being either professional or
political, detached and distantly rational or engaged and change-oriented. Because inequalities of
power directly structure planning practice, planners who are blind to relations of power will inevitably
fail. Forester shows how, in the face of the conflict-ridden demands of practice, planners can think
politically and rationally at the same time, avoid common sources of failure, and work to advance
both a vision of the broader public good and the interests of the least powerful members of society. 
This book provides a systematic reformulation of the politics of professional practice in the arena of
city planning, public policy making, and public administration and management. It has immediate
implications for the study of administration and management and for students of administration and
planning in schools of social work, education, and public health. While focusing concretely on
problems of planning practice (e.g. planners' sources of influence, their difficulties of listening
critically, their understandings of the politics of organizations), Planning in the Face of Power brings
to bear a wide range of theoretical insights and so integrates social and political theory with the
demands of actual practice. Accordingly, the book will be important to practitioners who seek to
understand the pressures they face at work as well as social theorists who wish to integrate theory
and practice more powerfully, but will also appeal to the general reader interested in gaining an
understanding of the practice of planning in the face of the realities of social equality and power.. 
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Evaluation in Planning Evolution and Prospects, Ernest R. Alexander, 2006, Political Science, 293
pages. Evaluation is a critical stage in urban and regional planning and development, with the
consideration of alternative proposals essential for informed debate and decision. The ....

Planning in the Public Domain From Knowledge to Action, John Friedmann, 1987, Political Science,
501 pages. .

Mechanisms and effects of power within a community-based food security planning process an
empirical case study from New York's north country, Christine McCullum, 2000, , 614 pages. .

Making policy in theory and practice , Hugh M. Bochel, Sue Duncan, 2007, Political Science, 251
pages. This unique book combines both academic and practitioner perspectives to provide critical
consideration of contemporary policy-making and highlight examples of good practice at ....

Mastering the politics of planning crafting credible plans and policies that make a difference, Guy
Benveniste, 1989, Business & Economics, 314 pages. Mastering the Politics of Planning shows how
planners and policy analysts can actively manage the implementation of their plans--and so ensure
their success. It reveals how ....

The strategic management of college enrollments , Don Hossler, John P. Bean, 1990, Education,
330 pages. The Strategic Management of College Enrollments is a complete guide to the principles
and practice of enrollment management and presents a strategic approach to recruiting and ....

Power and Marxist Theory A Realist View, Jeffrey C. Isaac, 1987, Political Science, 238 pages. .

Palestine/Israel: Peace Or Apartheid Occupation, Terrorism and the Future, Marwan Bishara, 2002,
History, 173 pages. In this thoroughly updated edition, Marwan Bishara, a leading Palestinian
commentator, re-analyzes the Palestinian/Israeli situation nine years on from the Oslo Accords of



1993 ....

Interpreting Information Systems in Organizations , Geoff Walsham, Feb 16, 1993, Computers, 269
pages. A coherent integrated source for an interpretive approach to understanding information
systems in organizations to aid readers in their own processes of defining computer ....

Retracking America a theory of transactive planning, John Friedmann, 1973, Political Science, 289
pages. .
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